
The A cappella Starter Package 
 
Want to break into the a cappella game but don’t know where to begin? Do you know 
someone who wants to learn more about a cappella, but has no idea how to cut through 
the clutter and find the good stuff? Let this handy guide help you out: 
 

1) What groups should I listen to? 
 
While there are many, many fantastic groups, here’s what I suggest as a beginner’s 
course: 
 
PTX Vol. 1- Pentatonix 
Rockapella Live!- Rockapella 
Weather To Fly- Swingle Singers 
The latest BOCA album (2016 as of this post) 
The latest SING album (Sing 12 as of this post) 
 

2) Where can I find more information about a cappella? 
 
Use these handy dandy websites: 
CASA.org 
Acappellaeducators.com 
Acappella101.com 
Acappellablog.com 
Thevocalcompany.com 
 

3) How do I find arrangements? 
 
CASA.org and Acappellaeducators.com have free arrangements that are public domain. 
The best place to start looking is betteracappella.com. Also search for these quality a 
cappella arrangers: 
 
Tom Anderson 
Deke Sharon 
Ben Bram 
Robert Dietz 
 

4) How do I make a recording? 
 
The best way to make a recording is to spend the money and watch a professional do it 
first. Once you understand the process, you will have a better grasp of how much time 
and manpower it takes. Use these websites to find a great a cappella recording producer: 
 
Thevocalcompany.com 
Liquid5th.com 
Emeraldcitypro.com 



Sleddogstudios.com 
Vocomotion.com 
Dyz.com- Bill Hare Productions 
 

5) How do I compete? 
 
The best company to give you that information is Varsity Vocals, which runs the ICCA 
and ICHSA, as well as the BOCA and BOHSA compilations. 
 
Varsityvocals.com 
 

6) Where can I read more about a cappella? 
 
The following books will help guide you: 
 
Duchan, J.  (2012).  Powerful voices: The musical and social world of collegiate a  

cappella.  Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press 
 
McDonald, B.  (2012).  A cappella pop: A complete guide to contemporary a cappella  

singing.  Van Nuys, CA: Alfred 
 
Rapkin, M.  (2008).  Pitch perfect: The quest for collegiate a cappella glory.  New York:  

Gotham Books. 
 
Sharon, D.  & Bell, D.  (2012).  A cappella arranging. Milwaukee, WI: Hal Leonard. 
 
 

7) Where is the best place to see a cappella shows and meet a cappella people? 
 
Festivals of course! Search for these festivals: 
 
SOJAM 
Boston Sings 
LAAF 
SingStrong 
National A cappella Convention 


